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~  FIRE AND_DEATH
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IN CHICAGDO.

m Most Disastrous Oonﬂagntlon '.l'hut Ever Occurred in .America---Over One Third of the Oity in Ruins--=Map of the
Destroyed Oity.
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~ I» the above map will be conveyed an idea
of the ravages of the fice devil from the stari-
‘h of the ire wp to a late hour yesterday
wvening, but it s regrettable to add that even
he wide ares of desolation shadowed in ita
Mark lines does not embrace the whole
pxient of the calamity owing to the
peering of the fickle wind from the
Iu-tlvul to the north. This oceurring
oo Iate to be indicated on the map, It must be
Jmagined that the entire portion of the city
pouth of Marrison street and between the south
hranch of the Chicago River and Lake Michi-
i mot llmd; devastated, is doomed.
Moﬂhoulmdnof pcople of sll ages
pexes are bomeless, bhangry wsn-

Ten thousand houses are, al

l-lh wrecked and the city yearns
relief. The first Ore, which h_ca
much alarm, broke out on Blt‘;rdayn ht at
& Holmes' plaving factory, on Canal
near Van Buren, In the westlern
jiviglon, and consumed four blocks. This
w{l—on was got vnder by the exertions
of the firemen, and Chicago rested, ss it were,
afMer ens of ils sensations, happy ihat the
fire bad been stayed. The feeling of security
wes doomed to be of short duration, for
en Sunday night the lnsstisie mosler agaln
Whhlmﬂvlnn.udlhls me with the
of doom in the murky breath from his

fery nostrils. The southwest wind was blow-
Smgs gue, and the fire, which hurled tta
‘Slaging brands and showers of glittering
gparks aloft, exused the cheeks of those who
‘witsessed 1t to blanch, ss they eaw it
shretoh out Itz long-reaching
'over ihe neighboring buildings and wrap
them io his frightful glory. This was at ten
o'clock st night, and occurred at the corner of
Jelfarson and Dekoven streels, again in the
Westera division. Onward the tide of fire
'pelled, revelling, crackling and roariog in its
" @estroction. It caught the combustible manv-
Sotarlag places fn its vicinlly and hurried
along with the cruel wind lu the direc-
Gon of the northessh Thers was o
bope succeeded in every Lreast to the fright
of the previcas hours, It was that the river

- woul amest the progress of its ememy, the
fire. Up 40 the waler's edge It rolled, and
prayers ware ssat wp that, like the waters of
(e Red Sea, N woul Iuterpose W

Bopeful » burrler % Gy S w '

that did to Pbaraoh’s hosl The fire
still lapped along the edge of the
river, and still, as in & savage hate of man,
over whom lthad for once triumphed, flung
its eparkas and brands further, further into the
water, trying io plant some messenger of de-
struction where it longed to be itself. By the
glare of ita burning the night became a mock-
rey of day in its abnormal, shifting light, Was
there no foothold on which it could cross? This
was the question asked by the fire. “The
bridges! the bridges!” shouted the multitude,
and one by one their ponderons ligneous
lengths were swung around and lef heading
np and down the stream, At length the fire
answered its qunestions by flinging & shower of
burning brands upon the Adams sireet bridge,
and the wind, the friend of the fire, fanned

5&5“‘%‘_‘1 th- bridgo was  all aflame,
'No'w it

hul . lhortu' distance  to
leap, and with a savage bound the fire was in
the heart of the city—in ita fat, rich heart,
where aclive wealth had piled its palaces of
commerce and honsed ita treasures in with
iron and stone and thought it was free from
the sweep of flood or flame. FEastward the
fire jonrneyed with ita fevered strida,
eating like » witherlng canker throagh
l.ha vilpls otuu city. ltmnot
lon[ ﬁ‘ﬂ the m% lnd Boulhun
depot had risen up In smoke and blaze and
fell In ruins, scattering a deeper volume of
destruction aronnd than ever before. Now
northward the hell angel strode to the empo-
rium of rich prodoce It was longing for.
Now it bung around s bank, barst open
its doors, shivered Ila windows, scorched
throngh its roof and toiled and burned its
flercest till the great pafe—ah, the
safel bad succumed to its blasting, melling
breath. The fire bells all over the city were
booming continually—a lerrible tocsin, with
tho one word fire in Its scorching throat. The
people bad but to wake to know what was the
matter. The danger seemed everywhere. Out
in the streel, half clad, dragging what could be
snatched in Lhe hurry of flight, the strong man,
the half-faioting women, Lhe children with tar-
ror pictured in thelr wide-open eyes, all hur.
rying, with “nowbere to go.” All the fire force
in the cily was combating the flames
as fearlesaly as brave men wilh thelr hearths
and homes st slake well might, Without regard
to whom 1§ rowched the pagting fre licked

send oul il vanda] Dreesg,

and consumed hotels stores. Now
the Court House, the 8herman
Hotel, the Western Union Tele-
graph Company’s office, then the Tremont
House, unext the Chamber of Commerce,
far-famed Farwell Hall—whatever lay
in its fated path—until §t flang itselfl
upon the great Union depot with its
spread of buildings, and had sacked with [ts
cremating arms ihe corn-stored grain ele-
vators by the lake and river side. Again it
met the water and again it leaped them
landing on the north side of the town. Here
it had nothing to stay ils steps. Wooden
honses were bul fuel in its way, and greedily
it enveloped and devoured them. On-
ward  for s  mile is stretched
as the day broke, fear  before
and ruin and ashes behind. Animals
burst forth from keeping and rushed blind
among the flames, adding to the terror of the
scene as they gave forth their cries of dread.
The homeless began to multiply in number
through the blackened light of morning that
paled but did not subdue the flames. A hor-
rid thought flashed to the mind of all, *‘The
water works are in danger if the wind lives.”

Up to C’hlugu ayeune the fire raged
nnlhstod in ite Ihry The rumor that haman
balnp were perishing In the flames became a
certainty, and what made the agony deeper
was that none could tell how many. Can It
ever be told? Eastward from Chlcago avenue,
with the whole portion of the city to the

and
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south one seething, reeking sea of
fire, It went and suddenly the water
gupply failed. It was said that the

water works were burmed. It was denled,
reaflirmed and agalo denled. The men in
power, with th’ Mayor at their head, were
acting with the greatest emergy. To the
other cities of the West went forth a cry for
firemen, and one and all the cities responded.
To the world went out the simple tragic
demand, which, In its breyity and pith alone
tells ita harrowing story:—'Send us food
for the suffering. Our city Is In ashes”
Houses were blown down that the fire might
be arrested, but It seized on the débris and
burned that too, Would the wilting wind
never die? It did not fall, it only changed,
as if it had exhausted all the demons whence
it came and then had called upon the North to
It come

and the heart of the «ity was fanned
afresh, and as oight fell 4 swept
down again  wpon the south end

dashed ita torches agalnst the homes of the
wealthy on Wabash and Michigan avennes.
Down it came, an incendiary avalanche of fire.
Not a theatrs, hotel, newspaper office, or any
building, pretentious or unpretentions, wag
spared.
below the streels upon our map, and will not
be sated until it bas died in the faneral pyre
of the greatest city of the West,
cannot bs estimated. I¢ may count from
$50,000,000 to $150,000,000, but its most ap-
palling items of loss which touch the heart and
wriog our sympathies will be that, perhaps, of
handreds of lives, the loss of homes and shel-
ter to those who have toiled and hoped through
years to a competency only to find it frittered
in a night, in the shivering women and chil-
dren, in the pakedness and hunger of gaunt
poverty staring 100,000 souls in the face, Itis
a terrible visitation, a dire catastrophe! May
God, who rides on the whirlwind and directs
the storm, etay the terrors of His band. Let
man, woman and child solace those whom He
has stricken,

AID FOR THE SUFFERERS.

Work for the Rellelf Association In Clucinnati=—
Prompt Ferwurding of Saopplics—DBlunkets,
Crackers, Saveages amd Doliars Hurried
Forward=—The Risks in the Cincinsat! In-
surunce Offices,

It is still raging southward, far

Its damage

CNQINNATI, Oct. 9, 1871,

The Chicago news to-day parsiyzed public in-
dustry. Business was generally neglected, and the
citizens turned out en fnasse to hear thp latest in-
telligence from the burnl ng city. Newspaper ofMces
were crowded Lo excess all day and are to-night
thickly surrounded by people whose expressions of
sadnesa and commiseration revive the memory of
the war, when news of defeni reached the loyal
masees,

Private subscriptions started by the Chamber of
Commerce foot up $100,000. The City Counecll
passed a resolution to sppropriate §100,000, A com-
mittes of the most wealthy and influential citizens
are aollng aa recelvers and disbursera, Three large
steam tre engiues, four hoso reels and 4,000 fees of
hose were despatched by special traln ot eleven A,
M., and reached Chicago at six P. M, by special
train. A second special train left at Ove P. M. with
4,000 blaskets, 160 barrels crackers, 4,000 poumds
bread, 5,000 pounds dried beef, 3,000 pounds sane
sages and $10,000 cash. It will reach Chicago m
Itde after midnight, and committeas are receiving
cooked food, the donations of dies, which will ba
sent by regular traln In the moruing. The relel
movement was inspired by Gevernor Liayes, who
cAlB¢ JoW D fTom Columbus early (Al mOrAIRg, and

jahored with an energy and efectiveness worthy the
higheat eommendation,

Sheller tenw were telegraphed for, but the gov-
ernment has no store here, and the despatch was
kent w Washington for an order on JefMersonville,
where there are Immense numbers. Of course they
Wwill not be withneld. Tne following s a list of Chi-
cago risks by Ciuginnat! lnsurance companies:—

Merchants and Manufacturers’, $27,000: Globe,
$30,000; Commercial, $41,000; Eurcka, $4,500;
Fvans, Lindsay & Cassllly’s agencles, $299,000;
Miami Valley, $50,000; Washington, $80,000: Unlon,
$15,000; People’s, $25,000; Burnet, $11,000; Cincin-
natl, $060,000; Franklin, $15,500; Fire and Marine
$0,000. The Andes say they will be ahle to meet
all their losses. 'The Fina's risks are not known 1n
the Cincinnatl oMce. They were all taken on the
parent oMce In Uartford, Coan,

The Ald Mevement In Buffalo=One Huan-
dred Thousand Dollare Promised— Insure
ance O ] Sup d to be
velved.

BUFFaLo, Oct. 0, 1871.

The Chicago fire i the principal tople of discna.
slon among all classes, Pusiness on the dJdocks la
entirely suspended. Crowds of people now sur-
round the telegraph oMces asking for the last re.
port.

The Presldent of the Board of Trade states that
Bummalo will contribute $100,000 in cash.

Fears are enlertained that the Western, Bofalo
City and the BuMalo Firs and Marmne Insurance
Companies of this city wi'l have (o suspend in con-
sequence. Soperintendent J. Tilllnghast, of the
New York Central Rallroad, and BSaper-
intendent  BHatch, of the Lake Bhore,
have issued orders that contributions Intended
for Chnicago be forwarded by fast train (ree.

The City Councll at a regular meeting this aher-
noon anthorised the lasue of $100,000 of clty bonds
for the iImmediate use of whe Chicago sufferers. A
commitiee of the Council leave to-night with & car-
load of provisions [or Ohlcago. The ofMoers and
exhibitors at the International Industrial Exnibi-
tion raised ten thousand loaves of Dbread,
o be forwarded At once for the reltel
of the sufferers. Owens’ bakery, the
largest In  whe city, Dbas been snthor
ized by the city oMclials to commence withont delay
and bake night and day unul forther orders for
Chicago. The excitement here I8 Intense, and the
sympathy of the clriseus of all classes is thoroughly
argused,

Denatless from Ohle and Sewthern Cities.
CINOINNATI, QUL 8, 1671,
Announcements are coming in from al parts of
the west and Bouthwest of liberal subscriptions of
money and provimons for the sumerers at Chicago.
‘Trains Jaden with fire engines and provisions are
being sent \bere from all points, with promises of
more to follow. Wheeling, Columbua, (eveland,
Toledo, Detroit, Indianapolis, Terre Haute, Evans-
ville, Mempbls and Nashville, as well as larger
citles, are coutributing liveraily,

The 0dd Fellows In Hecheater Bend Ald.

Rocaesten, N. Y, OoL 9, 17,
Toronto Lodge, No, 8, L O, of 0, F., contributed
this evening $250 to the sufferers hy the great fOre
In Chicago. The other lodges of the order In tuls
city propose making stmilar donations. Ifthe ad-
dresa of the Grana Master of the Grand Lodge of the
State of liinols was made public by Lelegraph It
woald facilitate the sending of runds, The citizens
Rochester manifest much conoern about ne
Uhlcago fire, aaa extra precantions have been
taken agalnst Are (& Wus City, NReaseres are pelog

Inscitoted Lo hold a public meeting In relation ta
this terrible disaster.

Eliznbeth (N, J.) Gives Ier Mite.
ELizaseTh, N, 1., Uct, 9, 1871
The City Counc!l met to-night and unanimously
voted an appropriation of §$1,000, to be forwarded ta
the Mayor of Chicago, toward relieving the saffererd
by the great fre. They also passed rosolutions of
aympathy, and adjourned withoot doing any ousts
ness, after Senator Willy, the President, had ape«
pointad a committee o collect. donations from tha
citizens for the same object.

The Transportation of Sopplies Over w.-ﬂi
Rallways.

NEwW Yomx, Oct, 0, 187 |

The nficers of the Great Western and Michigan

Central Rallroads also announce ihat they will

transport, free of charge, from Saspension Dridge

to Chicago, all supplies addressed to tne Mayor ol

Chioago, contributed for the rellel of the sufferert
from the great fire.

DESTRUCTION OF THE GOVERNNENT RECORDS,

WasmiNaTeN, Ock, 10, I8TL

From despatches reoeived here to-day It 19
learped that the records of the Custom House and
pternal revenue oMees at Chicago have been de
troyed. Even If It be any longer possible t0 ascers
tain the public debtors and the amounts of thelp
indebtedness, collections can scarcely be enforced
against a bapkrupt communily. In the rsoe of sa
rulnous & disaster cvongress may feel warranted
In giving expression to the nationsl SAympathy
hy remitting the colleotion of taxes for &
year, at least, The large sums involved in unsetfied
and disputed revenne cases are lost io the Treasury
beyond qoestion. Sevenieen national banks, repre-
senting & capital of $1,000,000, are threatcned with
Insolvency through the destruction of ine maserial
security for their investmments ana the collsleral
basia of their large temporary loans, The records of
the Military Divislon of the Missoun, inclading
those transferred from Geneéral Bherman'n
former headquarters at SL Louls, have shared the
common [ate. These were principally of value i
connection with Indian amairs, and It s not expect=
@l that any practical injury will resalt from theiz
destruction. The papers and vonchers per-
talning to the Montana Indian war clalmae
are also lost, but the gross amount of thoss
claims has aiready been reported to the proper
committee of Congress, and It I8 thoughs whal
the amounts due to claumants can be determined {
with snMcient accuracy. Chicago Was one of e
largest depots of the Quartermaater and Commis |
sary Departments for supplying ihe posts i the
Worthwestern Territories, and those deparuments
have probably lost considerable quantities of army
supplies,

From Aespatches recelved here this evening I8 Aps
pears that the (y land of Cookt
coanty bave beer destroged, and & will  be

impoasihle to escape mooh future LUgsLOn Overs
titles to rea) estate of Chicago. A large portion of
that ity was onoe included (n tho mUILAry reser va
ton, which waa some thurty years ago lad, out and
40ld by the war debartment. The record of those
sales la anperstood to be no longer In posscssion of
that department and It nas not beon thers for many
years, nor can any information be supplied from the
geueral land oMmoe, ot B

Mastor of the Freemasons
rick of Columbia has mleml a Apecial of

Lanige for LO-mMOTTrOW ng to
,m&“m extending Masonio t‘l‘?nﬁ

nity of the Ll-fated city.
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